
NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS : Business Strategy and the Environment 
Aims and Scope 
Business Strategy and the Environment (BSE) is the leading academic journal in its field with double 
blind refereed contributions of a high quality. It seeks to provide original contributions which add to the 
understanding of business responses to improving environmental performance. Full length academic 
papers, as well as shorter, more practitioner based “BSE Briefings” are invited. These should be of 
interest to a broad interdisciplinary audience. 

Initial manuscript submission.  
Authors must supply: 

1. An electronic copy of the final version (see section below), 
 
2. A Copyright Transfer Agreement form with original signature (TO BE MAILED SEPARATELY 

to: (Scott Lam, Managing Editor, ERP Environment, Suite A, 13th Floor, Unionway Commercial 
Centre, 283 Queens Road Central, Sheung Wan, Hong Kong)– without this, we are unable to 
publish, and 

 
3. If the article contains extracts (including illustrations) from, or is based in whole or in part on 

other copyright works (including, for the avoidance of doubt, material from on-line or intranet 
sources), the Author, at the Author’s expense and in the form specified by the Publisher, will 
obtain from the owners of the respective copyrights, written permission to reproduce those 
extracts in the article in all territories and editions and in all media of expression and languages. 
All necessary permission forms must be submitted to the Publisher on delivery of the 
article. 

 
Submission of a manuscript will be held to imply that it contains original unpublished work and is not 
being submitted for publication elsewhere at the same time. Submitted material will not be returned to 
the author, unless specifically requested. 
 
Electronic submission 
An electronic copy of the manuscript must be sent to the Editor at: bse@erpenvironment.com. 
Submissions should be in Word format. 
 
Illustrations must be submitted in electronic format where possible. Save each figure as a separate file, 
in TIFF or EPS format preferably, and include the source file. Indicate the software package used to 
create them; we favour dedicated illustration packages over tools such as Excel or Powerpoint. 
 
Manuscript style 
The language of the journal is English, and the standard of English must be acceptable for an academic 
journal. If necessary, the English should be checked by a linguist before submission.. All submissions, 
including book reviews, must have a title, be double-line spaced and have a margin of 3 cm all round. 
Illustrations and tables must be on separate pages and not be incorporated into the text. Their 
approximate position should be indicated in the text by the author, for example: TABLE 1 ABOUT 
HERE. 

 
1. The title page must list the full title, short title of up to 70 characters, and names and affiliations 

of all authors. Give the full address, including email, telephone and fax, of the corresponding 
author who is to check the proofs. 

2. Include the name(s) of any sponsors of the research contained in the paper, along with grant 
number(s). 

3. Full length papers should be between 4000 and 7000 words long.
4. Supply an abstract of up to 150 words for all articles except book reviews. An abstract is a 

concise summary of the whole paper, not just the conclusions, and is understandable without 
reference to the rest of the paper. It should contain no citation to other published work. 

5. Include up to eight keywords that describe your paper for indexing purposes. 
 

BSE Briefings:



In-depth and critically balanced articles of up to 2000 words in length are invited for inclusion within 
this section of the journal. Articles should have a practical emphasis and/or contain a high level of 
factual and statistical information. 
 
BSE Policy and Practice Reviews.  Reports and short publications of relevance to this journal and 
its editorial scope are reviewed within this section of the journal. Review material and proposals for 
reviews are invited. 
 
Reference style 
References should be cited in the text as name and year and listed at the end of the paper 
alphabetically. Where reference is made to more than one work by the same author published in the 
same year, identify each citation in the text as follows: (Collins, 1998a), (Collins, 1998b). Where three or 
more authors are listed in the reference list, please cite in the text as (Collins et al, 1998). 
 
All references must be complete and accurate. Online citations should include date of access. If 
necessary, cite unpublished or personal work in the text or as footnotes, but do not include it in the 
reference list. References should be listed in the following style: 
 
Journal articles: 
Read A, Gilg A, Philips P. 1996. The future role of landfill: an assessment of private and public sector 
opinions. Journal of Waste Management and Resource Recovery 3: 37-46. 
 
Books: 
Ashworth JM, Corlett RT, Dudgeon D, Melville DS, Tang SM. 1993. Hong Kong Flora and Fauna: 
Computing Conservation – Hong Kong Ecological Database. World Wide Fund for Nature: Hong Kong. 
 
Chapters from Books: 
Foy G, Daly H. 1992. Allocation, distribution and scale as determinants of environmental degradation: 
case studies of Haiti, El Salvador and Costa Rica. In The Earthscan Reader in Environmental 
Economics, Markandya A, Richardson J (eds). Earthscan: London; 294-315. 
 
On-line sources: 
The Geriatric Website. 1999. http://www.wiley.com/oap/ [1 April 1999] 
 
Illustrations 
Supply each illustration on a separate page. Any photographs should be supplied as originals – 
photocopies or previously printed material will not be used. Line artwork must be high-quality laser 
output (not photocopies); grey shading is not acceptable. Lettering must be of a reasonable size that 
would still be clearly legible upon reduction, and consistent within each figure and set of figures. Supply 
artwork at the intended size for printing. The artwork must be sized to the text width of 7 cm (single 
column) and 16 cm (double column). 
 
The cost of printing colour illustrations will be charged to the author. There is a charge for printing 
colour illustrations of £700 per page. If colour illustrations are supplied electronically in either TIFF or 
EPS format, they may be used in the PDF of the article at no cost to the author, even if this illustration 
was printed in black and white in the journal. The PDF will appear on the Wiley Interscience site. 
 
Copyright 
To enable the publisher to disseminate the author’s work to the fullest extent, the author must sign a 
Copyright Transfer Agreement, transferring copyright in the article from the author to the publisher, and 
submit the original signed agreement with the article presented for publication. A copy of the agreement 
to be used (which may be photocopied) can be found in each volume of Sustainable Development and 
on the Wiley Interscience website at www.interscience.wiley.com. Copies may also be obtained from the 
journal editorial office or the publisher. 
 
Further information 
Proofs will be sent to the author for checking, by email if the author has an email address. This stage is 
only to be used to correct errors that may have been introduced during the production process. Prompt 
return of the corrected proofs, preferable within two days of receipt, will minimise the risk of the paper 



being held over to a later issue. Twenty-five complimentary offprints will be provided to the author who 
checked the proofs, unless otherwise indicated. Further offprints and copies of the journal may be 
ordered. There is no page charge to authors.  
 


